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March 4, 2009
The Union President

Textile clothing & Footwear Union of Australia

Australia

Dear Brother/Sister,

Jobs for Australian Workers

On behalf of the Hong Kong Confederation of Trade Unions, we write to express our support to your struggle to keep the 1850 jobs at the Pacific Brands for the workers.  The struggle is an important and noble one.  It is about the survival of 1850 working families and the direction where the society is heading.  It is absurd for a company such as the Pacific Brands to ignore this reality completely when making its unilateral decision.  

Sisters and Brothers, the Pacific-Brands stories are everywhere nowadays.  In the Mainland China,  at the cities just across the border, over 10,000 factories have disappeared in the last two months, being swept away by the current global economic crisis.  In Hong Kong, tens of thousands have added to the unemployment rate.  Hardships faced by working families are mounting.  We are outraged because many companies are just using the current crisis as an excuse to suppress wages and other benefits so as to maximize their profit.  Even many more are making workers to shoulder the consequences of economic losses.  

Workers should not be made to pay the bill of economic crisis.  Workers must resist with all their strength.  The Hong Kong Confederation of Trade Unions is determined to work alongside our members who are in this fight.  You are not alone and we are not alone.  In solidarity we will win.

Yours in solidarity,

Hong Kong Confederation of Trade Unions

Lee Cheuk Yan

General Secretary         

